BY BETTY BROWN .
Three hundred million dollars is
the price the American people have
paid in incrensed cost of shoes in the
past year! This does not mean the
total cost, but only the Increased
price “on account of the war."
Byyer=s and hesds of shoe dapart-
ments of the big New York slopes
are looking forwand to the time when
we shall all be wearing cloth-top,
rubber composition sole or other
leather-substitute shoes.
As'if in an efort to keep pace with
« their prite, fine shoes have taken on
p Ereat show -of splendor, Pumps

"GET READY FOR SANDALS AND BARE FEET—
SHOE PRICES ARE GOING HIGHER
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with heels and buckles of rhine-
stonea set In aluminum sell at $76 a
pair; boots with green satin tops,
hand-embroidered in deep red, with
purplizh blus metallic yamps at $45;
white and gold brocaded boots wiih
gold kid vamps for $46; and boots
with tops and heels of brooaded
salmon silk and gold vamps st $46.
“Previous to 1914, 62 per cent of
all the akins for the best grade of
shoes came from the warring na-
tions,” said she manager of the shoe
department of ape of the largest
stores. - “These Imports ceased with

the gutbreak of the war. In addition,




